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1. PORT CHARGES FOR VESSELS 
 
1.1 Fishing Vessels 
1.1.1. Composition Rate Dues for Licensed Vessels which land regularly 
 For vessels normally and regularly landing fish in NIFHA harbours a 

composition fee will apply according to the length of the vessel and subject to 
the payment of a minimum level of Landing Dues.  The term "regularly 
landing fish" refers to active fishing vessels only and is defined for each 
length category of fishing vessel by the achievement of a minimum level of 
Landing Dues in a calendar year.  Details are given in the table below:-             

 

Vessel Length 
 

 
Harbour Dues 
£ per Annum 

 

Minimum Landing Dues 
£ per Annum 

0  -  6m £69.00 £135.00 

over 6m  -  12m £85.00 £205.00 

over 12m  -  18m £138.00 £410.00 

over 18m £160.00 £820.00 
    
 Vessels which have paid composition rate dues and which have no landings 

in the previous 6 month period will forfeit the right to Composition Rate Dues 
and will be charged on a “per metre per week” basis as per section 1.1.5. 

 
 Composition Rate Dues are payable in advance, for each calendar year, and 

the term Minimum Landing Dues refers to the same calendar year.   
 
 If after paying the composition fee, the vessel Owner fails to achieve the 

stated level of Minimum Landing Dues within that calendar year then the 
vessel owner will be invoiced for the difference between the appropriate level 
of Minimum Landing Dues as specified in the table above and the actual 
landing dues received by the Authority for that vessel in the calendar year.  
This invoice will be for payment by 31 January following the calendar year for 
which the shortfall of Landing Dues has been determined. 

 
 A pro-rata adjustment to the Minimum Landing Dues will be made when a 

licensed fishing vessel is sold or acquired during the year.  Full details must 
be supplied in writing to the Authority and the responsibility for Minimum 
Landing Dues rests with the Vessel Owner. 

 
 Vessel Owners may be required, on demand, to furnish proof of the payment 

of Landing Dues as specified under Section 2.1 below. 
 
 Vessels which have paid Composition Rate dues and which lease out either 

all or part of their fishing quota or their allocation of “days at sea” will be 
charged on a “per metre per week basis” as per section 1.1.5 for any period 



when they are berthed in an Authority harbour during the period of lease of 
their quota or “days at sea” allocation.  Minimum landing dues for these 
vessels will apply on a pro-rata basis for any period in the calendar year 
when landings are being made into an Authority Harbour. 

 
 Any vessel which leases out its quota or “days at sea” allocation and which is 

berthed in an Authority Harbour must advise the Harbour Master of the start 
and end date of the leasing arrangement. 

 
 Owners of more than one licensed fishing vessel will be entitled to the 

following abatements on their Minimum Landing Dues:- 
   
  Vessel 1 0%  
  Vessel 2 10%  
  Vessel 3 15%  
  Vessel 4+ 20% 
  
 In order to maximise these abatements the highest abatement can be set off 

against the largest vessels which have the highest level of Minimum Landing 
Dues. 

 
1.1.2 Pontoon Berths at Kilkeel Harbour (Vessels up to 10 metres in length) 
  
 Annual Contracts 

Composition Rate Vessels £500.00 per annum 
Non Composition Rate Vessels £720.00 per annum 
All Annual contacts are payable monthly by standing order 
 
6 Monthly Contract (as available)  
£372.00 for 6 months payable quarterly in advance 
 
Monthly Contract (as available)  
£65.00 per month payable in advance 

 
1.1.3 Visitor Vessels 
 Visitor Vessels which are Licensed Fishing Vessels and which are landing 

fish at an Authority Harbour will be charged Harbour Dues at the rate of 
£30.00 per week or part thereof payable on entering the harbour and weekly 
in advance thereafter.  Landing dues are payable as per Section 2 below.  
Visitor Vessels which do not land fish will be charged as per section 1.1.5 
below. 

 
1.1.4 Small Vessels under 6.0m 
 Small Fishing Vessels under 6.0m in length may opt to pay a fixed fee of 

£30.00 per month or part thereof payable in advance for non pontoon berths.  
Landing dues are payable as per Section 2 below. 



1.1.5 All other Vessels 
 Fishing Vessels which are not regularly landing fish (i.e. they have no 

landings in the previous 6 month period) or do not hold an official fishing 
licence or which are laid up or parked up will pay Harbour Dues according to 
the length of the vessel and on the basis of a per metre per week charge, 
paid weekly in advance, as specified in the following table:-              

 
 

Vessel Length 
 

Charge per metre per week  
(or part thereof) 

 

0  -  6m £1.50 

6  -  12m £1.75 

over 12m  -  18m £2.00 

over 18m £2.50 
 
 After 6 months the above rates will be increased by 50% 
 
  
1.2 Cargo Vessels and Other Commercial Craft per gross  
  Tonne

1.2.1 For vessels arriving from inside the EC 
(For each period of 7 days or part thereof during which the vessel
is in the Harbour) 
 

£0.38

1.2.2 For vessels arriving from outside the EC 
(For each period of 7 days or part thereof during which the vessel 
is in the Harbour) 
 

£0.44

1.2.3 For vessels remaining in the harbour for any cause there will be 
paid in advance for each week or part thereof in which such
vessels will remain in the harbour after the expiration of 7 days
from their arrival. 

£0.88

 
 
1.3 Yachts and Pleasure Craft (Non Pontoon Charges) 
 Harbour Dues will be charged at the rate of £7.50 + VAT per 24 hours or part 

thereof payable on entering the harbour and daily in advance thereafter.   
  
 NB:   Berthing space for these vessels is subject to availability and is at the 

discretion of the Harbour Master. 



2. PORT CHARGES FOR GOODS 
 
2.1 Fish 

  Paid By Rate per £ 
value

Fish landed by vessel into the 
Harbour Vessel 2.20% of 1st sale

Fish overlanded into the Harbour Vessel 1.10% of 1st sale
Fish purchased through the Harbour 
(1st sale) 1st buyer 0.55% of 1st sale

The overlanded rate will only be applicable when proof of landing at a non-
Authority port is provided.    
 
Minimum purchase dues are £2.00. 
 
In line with Bye Law number 5 any subsequent trading of fish i.e.: 2nd, 3rd
sale on Authority Property is subject to a charge of 0.55% of the gross value
of each transaction, details of which must be submitted to the Harbour Master 
within 7 days. 

 
 
2.2 Goods landed or loaded (other than specified in 2.1) 
 The greater of the following with the charge on each class of goods to be 

calculated separately:- 
 
 Measured by Weight £1.30 per tonne 

 Measured by Volume £1.30 per cubic metre 

 

2.3 Storage 
2.3.1 General 
 Except where licence or permission is obtained to store Goods under Bye-

Law 20 all Goods, including fish, located on harbour property for more than 
24 hours will be charged at 25% of the appropriate rate for landing or loading 
goods of that type for each 12 hour period until removed.  All storage 
charges are the responsibility of the owner of the goods. 

 
2.3.2 Chillroom Storage 
 Fish stored in a chillroom will be charged at the rate of £1.25 per box per 

hour or part thereof if it is not removed as follows:- 
 
 Ardglass - By 12.00 hours on the day following the day of landing 
 Kilkeel - By 12.00 hours on the day of the primary sale 
 Portavogie - By 21.00 hours on the day of the primary sale 
 
  



2.3.3 Hardstanding Storage 
 Hardstanding area for storage will be charged at the rate of £0.50 per square 

metre (or part thereof) per day (or part thereof) payable weekly in advance.  
The Harbour Master’s decision on which areas can be used, and the period 
and terms and conditions of usage is final. 

 
2.3.4 Small Boat Storage Rates 
 In Kilkeel and Portavogie there are designated areas for the storage of 12m 

and under boats.  The charge is £25.00 per vessel per month or part thereof 
payable in advance and space is subject to availability. 

 
2.4 Vessel to Vessel Transfer of Goods 
 The transfer of goods from one vessel to another within the harbour will be 

charged at 50% of the appropriate rate for landing goods of that type. 
 
 
3. SLIPPING CHARGES 
 
3.1 Charges for Composition Rate Vessels 
 

Length 
1st 24 hours 

including slipping 
and unslipping 

Each succeeding 
24 hours or part 
thereof up to 3 

Days 

Each 
succeeding 24 
hours or part 
thereof after 3 

days

0 - 11.99m £178 £71 £100 

12 - 17.99m £215 £80 £105 

18 - 24.99m £226 £87 £107 

25 - 29.99m £347 £104 £112 

> 30m £405 £112 £112 

 
For "one day" slips the 1st 24 hours rate will apply provided the vessel 
comes off the slip no later than the same high tide on the following day. 
 

3.2 Charges for Non Composition Rate Vessels 
 Rates as per 3.1 above plus 10%. 
 
3.3 Miscellaneous Slipway Charges 

In the event that a slipway booking is cancelled within 24 hours of its pre-
arranged date, the Authority reserves the right to charge a cancellation fee of 
50% of the first 24 hours slipping/unslipping charge. 
 



At the discretion of the Authority a deposit of up to £2,500 may be requested 
and must be paid by a vessel owner before the Authority will agree to take a 
vessel up on the slipway.  Reasons for requesting a deposit may include, but 
are not limited to, concerns about payment for the slipway service or 
concerns that Slipway Rules and Codes of Practice may not be followed. 
 
If an unauthorised activity (as detailed in the Authority’s Bye Laws or Code of 
Safe Working Practice) is carried out on the slipway then the person or 
persons who carried out the unauthorised activity and the owner of the 
vessel involved will be banned from the slipway facility forthwith. 
 
In accordance with Bye Law 47 a labour charge of £50.00 for cleanup and a 
waste removal charge of £150.00 will be made if the slipway is not cleared 
after use.  Separate clean up charges will apply for any hazardous waste 
(e.g. paint tins) which has not been removed following the repair or 
maintenance of a vessel on a slipway (costs on application to Harbour 
Master). 
 
In Kilkeel the charge for extending a cradle to provide additional keel support 
will be as follows:-  
 

One vessel - single use £800 per vessel 

Consecutive use by two vessels £400 per vessel 

Consecutive use by three or more vessels £300 per vessel 

 
For out of hours slipping/unslipping an additional charge will be applied.  This 
will be at the rate of £72.00 per hour with the minimum charge being one 
hour and thereafter charges will be for minimum half hour periods at the rate 
of £36.00. 

 
Normal Working Hours are as follows:- From To
Monday – Friday 08.00 16.30

 
 

Water usage at the slipway will be charged as per Section 7 below. 
 

Damaged Keel Blocks - damaged Keel Blocks or new Keel Blocks will be 
charged at cost (cost on application to Harbour Master) 

 
 Any payment of Slipway Charges in Euros (€) will incur an additional charge 

of €30.00 to cover bank charges. 
 

 
4. ICE SALES 
 Cost per Tonne of Ice Supplied  £55.00 + VAT 



5. HIRE OF FORK LIFT TRUCKS (AS AVAILABLE) 
 Charged at the rate of £12.00 + VAT per half hour or part thereof including 

certified Authority Driver. 
 The hire charge to move nets in or out of the Net Racking Storage Facilities 

is £5.00 + VAT per movement 
 
 
6. ELECTRICITY CHARGES 
 Electricity meters card charges are as follows:- 
 
   5 Unit Card £1.45 + VAT   
   10 Unit Card £2.90 + VAT 
 
 Supplies of electricity on the slipway will be on the basis of units used at the 

rate of 18.50p per unit  + VAT. 
 
 
7. WATER CHARGES 
 
7.1 Quayside Supplies of Water 
 All vessels using an Authority harbour will be levied a fixed annual charge to 

cover the use of quayside supplies of water.  Charges per year or part year 
are as follows:- 

   

Vessel Length Charge per Annum 

0  -  6m £24.00 

over 6m  -  12m £36.00 

over 12m  -  18m £54.00 

over 18m £72.00 

 
 Composition Rate vessels  will be invoiced for water charges along with their 

Harbour Dues.  For Vessels allocated a pontoon berth on a 12 month 
contract basis the annual water charge will be payable monthly by standing 
order. 

 
 In addition and on a harbour by harbour basis an additional annual charge 

will be levied when the aggregate of the above fixed annual charges for a 
harbour do not meet the actual annual cost of “quayside” supplies of water 
for that harbour.  This additional “balancing charge” will be levied on all 12m 
and over vessels as well as any vessels which have live-on board crew at 
any time during the year.  Vessels with live-on board crew will pay twice as 
much as vessels with no live-on board crew. 

  



 Visitor vessels will pay a water charge of £25.00 per week or part thereof 
while berthed in an Authority harbour. 

 
 
7.2 Slipway Supplies of Water and Waste Water Removal 
 All vessels using an Authority slipway will be charged at the rate of £2.70 per 

m3 or part thereof + VAT based on the volume of water used. 
 
 
7.3 Fishmarket Supply of Water 
 £8.00 + VAT per hour or part thereof.    
 
 
7.4 Miscellaneous Water Charges 
 Vessels which have on-board Ice Making Equipment will be charged an 

additional amount depending on usage to be determined by the Harbour 
Master. 

 Any sewerage charge levied by Water Service will be passed on if 
applicable. 

  
 All other supplies of water will be charged at the rate of £1.35 per m3 or part 

thereof + VAT. 
 
  
8. NET STORAGE RACKING 
 Minimum charge of £13.00 + VAT per bay per quarter (13 weeks) payable in 

advance. 
 N.B. One Bay is a top rack and a bottom rack and all nets placed in racked 

storage should be boxed. 
 

 
9. WASTE DISPOSAL 
 No Charge for packaged galley waste, waste oil or oil filters from fishing 

vessels provided this waste is packaged in sealed containers and left on the 
quayside for collection by harbour staff.   

 
 The charge for removing items of non hazardous waste e.g.: fishing gear or 

scrap metal will be £75.00 per fork lift truck bin load or part bin load or as 
charged by an external contractor. 

 
 It is the responsibility of the vessel owner to remove from the harbour any 

hazardous waste which arises from the use, maintenance or repair of his/her 
vessel or from any other activity. Any hazardous waste which is removed by 
the Authority will be charged at cost from a specialist waste contractor. 

 
 Examples of hazardous waste are:- paint tins, tyres, oil drums (plastic and 

metal), solvents, aerosols, oil filters and oil rags.  
 



10. CHARGES FOR THE REMOVAL OF EQUIPMENT OR GEAR 
 Equipment or gear which is not stored in accordance with the Harbour 

Master’s instructions will be removed to a compound and the charge for 
release of the equipment will be £70.00 per item. 

 
 After 1 week in the compound storage will be charged on the equipment at 

the rate of £20.00 per item per week or part thereof up to a maximum of 2 
months from the date of removal.  If not claimed after 2 months the 
equipment will be considered abandoned and may be disposed of as the 
Harbour Master thinks fit (see Bye Law 8). 

 
 
11. USE OF LORRY OR BOX WASH FACILITY 
 Charges for use of the Lorry or Box Wash facility in Kilkeel Harbour will be 

available in the Harbour Masters office. 
 
 
12. CHARGES FOR THE ISSUE OF BREACH OF BYE-LAW NOTICE 
 The charge for issuing a Breach of Bye-Law Notice is £70.00. 
 
 
13. PAYMENT TERMS 
 All rates, dues and charges are payable on demand i.e.by the Friday of the 

week following the week in which the service was supplied. 
 
 Rents payable under Lease or Licence to Occupy Agreements are payable 

according to the terms of the relevant Agreement.   
 
 Late payments will be charged interest in accordance with the Late Payment 

of Commercial Debt (Interest) Act 1998. 
 

 
 
General Conditions applying to all Dues and Charges 
 
1. All rates, dues and charges are payable on demand. 
 
2. The term "Fish" shall include shellfish, crabs, lobsters, etc.  Other terms e.g.: 

vehicles, Goods are as per the Authority Bye-Laws. 
 
3. Declarations 
 
3.1 Skippers of Vessels landing or loading cargo at any of the Authority’s 

harbours must declare the value, and the weight or volume of the cargo to 
the Harbour Master directly or through the vessels agent. 

 
3.2 Skippers of Fishing Vessels paying harbour dues under any of the above 

rates must declare the value of the catch landed to the Harbour Master and 



pay the appropriate fish landing dues either directly to the Authority or 
through the fish salesman or purchaser. 

 
4. All charges will be valid for all harbours under the control of the Authority 

unless stated otherwise. 
 
5. Fishing Vessels not paying the composition fee in advance will be charged 

as per section 1.1.5 until payment is made. 
 
6. Annual charges relate to each calendar year and retrospective payments will 

be charged in January of the following year. 
 
7. Composition Rate Dues are non refundable. 

  
8. Gross tonnage is defined as Gross Registered Tonnage as determined in 

accordance with the requirements of the International Convention on 
Tonnage Measurement of Ships 1969.  

 
9. Length is Length Overall as detailed in the Certificate of Registry, an 

authoritative Industry Reference Book or as measured by the Harbour 
Master.  The decision of the Authority is final. 

 
10.1 Insurance Cover 
 It is a condition of berthing in an Authority harbour that a vessel has 

adequate insurance against liability, loss or damage.  This includes cover for 
Hull and Machinery, Third Party/Public Liability and Employers/Crew Liability.  
Vessel owners will be required to sign a declaration to this effect.  Vessel 
owners who wish to use an Authority slipway must also confirm that they 
have the above Insurance covers in place before using the slipway. 

 
10.2 Safety Risk Assessments 

Safety Risk Assessments should be prepared for all repair work carried out 
on Authority property and must be provided to the Harbour Master on 
request. 

 
11. Fishing vessels of under 15 tonnes gross are subject to VAT at the 

appropriate rate.  Where gross tonnage has not been ascertained under the 
Merchants Shipping Acts it will be calculated in accordance with the VAT 
regulations. 

 
12. Dues and charges on yachts and pleasure craft will be charged VAT at the 

appropriate rate. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further information is available on the Authority Website (www.nifha.co.uk) 
or 

by contacting our Downpatrick Office on 028 4461 3844 

 


